Confidential Bankruptcy Interview Form

Date: ___________     How did you hear about us?  [  ] Mailer    [   ]  Referred by _________________________  

[  ] Internet (what search terms or key words were used) ______________________________________________ 

[  ] Other  ___________________________________________
[  ] Have you consulted with other attorneys?  [  ] Have you filed bankruptcy before?  When  ________________ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
I. Personal Information
1. Name: __________________________________________________________  Social Security No.__________________________
2. Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________________________  Social Security No.__________________________
3. Marital Status:  _____________________  

4. Street Address: _____________________________________________________________________

5. Day No.   __________________ Work No. ____________________ Cell No. ______________________  Email ________________________________
6. How long have you lived at your present address?  __________________________
7. Have you lived in this state continuously for the last three years or did you live or maintain a residence somewhere else?_______________________________ If yes, where?  __________________________________________________

8. Please list (a) all family members, dependants, relatives or roommates who live with you whose income and expenses are combined with yours to maintain your home and (b) the amount of any income or expenses they assist with. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Business Debts

9. Do you own your own business?  ________ If so, what is the name of the company?  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Is your business a sole proprietorship (as in a dba) a corporation, an LLC, or a partnership?  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
Is your income steady?   _______   
12. Looking at your debts as a whole, list what % is due to business debt?  _______%     
and what % is due to personal debt? ________%
13.
How much did you (and your spouse) earn in the last six months (gross earnings, less reasonable business expenses?) $________________

NOTE – You may use as a ground for filing Chapter 7 that the greater percentage of your debt is business as opposed to  consumer debt. 

III. Income
14.
What other income do you receive in addition to your business earnings?

Income from job
      ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________  Unemployment
      ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Child support/alimony  ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Workers Comp.             ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Commissions
      ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Annuity/Trust Income   ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Disability Income
       ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Pension/Social Secur.      ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Rental/Roomate Income ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Royalties
   
       ____ Yes  ____ No      If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________  How long ______________ 

15. Please provide the following for your spouse’s income.

Income from job
      ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________  Unemployment
      ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Child support/alimony  ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Workers Comp.             ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Commissions
      ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Annuity/Trust Income   ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Disability Income
       ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Pension/Social Secur.      ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Rental/Roomate Income ____ Yes  ____ No    If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________ How long ______________ Royalties
   
       ____ Yes  ____ No      If yes, how much ________________ How often _______________  How long ______________ 

IV.   Real Estate Owned
16.
Do you and/or your spouse own any real estate?  ________   If so, complete the following for each item you own:

	Description of Property (home, income property, timeshare, etc.)
	List mortgages and other  liens on the Property
	Present Market  Value
	Purchase Price
	Balance Owed
	Monthly Payment 
	Current Status (i.e., months behind, Notice of Default filed, short sale, foreclosure scheduled)

	
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


17.
How did you determine the values on the above properties? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
V.  Vehicles,  Motorcycles, Watercraft
18.
  Please complete the following as accurately as possible.
	Year
	Make
	Model
	Mileage
	Fair Market value
	Approx. Date Purchased
	Loan/Lease (specify)
	Monthly Payment
	# Months Late
	Balance Owed

	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	$
	
	$

	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	$
	
	$

	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	$
	
	$


19.  Were there any co-signers for any of these loans? _____ If so, explain _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE - Even if you are able to discharge a debt in bankruptcy, a co-signer would still be obligated to pay it if you file under Chapter 7.  Even though you would no longer be responsible, your co-signer will be.    Under a Chapter 13 however, the co-signer won’t have to repay the loan while you plan is in place, as long as your plan provides for some or all of that debt.   Assuming the plan lasts for three years, the co-signer is not on the hook for that time period.   However, the co-signer will remain responsible for any unpaid amount still owed after your plan ends.  

VI.   Other Debts
20.
  Please complete the following as accurately as possible.
	
	Type of Debt
	No. of Items
	Approx. Total Combined Balance
	Approx. Charges in Last 6 Mos.
	Approx. Total Payments in Last 6 Mos.
	Months Late

	1
	Credit Cards
	
	$
	$
	
	

	2
	Student Loans
	
	$
	$
	
	

	3
	Taxes
	
	$
	$
	
	

	4
	Judgments 
	
	$
	$
	
	

	5
	Medical Bills
	
	$
	$
	
	

	6
	Repossessions
	
	$
	$
	
	

	7
	Support Obligations (spousal or child)
	
	$
	$
	
	

	8
	Personal Loans (friends, family, credit union)
	
	$
	$
	
	

	9
	Other
	
	$
	$
	
	

	
	TOTALS
	
	
	
	
	


21. Were there any co-signers for any of these loans? _____ If so, explain ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. Are you current on your taxes for the past four years. _____ If not, list any back taxes owed:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTE - You cannot file for Chapter 13 unless you have filed your state and federal taxes for the previous four years.   Also, bankruptcy law allows you to discharge credit card charges used to pay off taxes in a Chapter 13 bankruptcy, but not in a Chapter 7.   
23.   Have you been divorced?   ____     If yes, how long ago?  ______________________
24. Did you assume any debts of the marriage in the course of your divorce?  _________  If so, explain ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTE - You can get rid of credit card debts owed arising from a divorce settlement in Ch. 13 but not Ch. 7.   
VII. Exemptions

25.  California permits various exemptions by which you may retain certain personal property. Other than your home and vehicles, are there other property that you own that you would like to keep in your bankruptcy?   (i.e.  retirement accounts, investments,  musical instruments, tools, special equipment, art, collectibles, etc.)  Please list the items you would want to hold onto in a bankruptcy, the approximate date of when you bought them, the approximate value, how much is still owed if you are making payments: 
Item


Value


Remaining Balance

Payments

Homestead


$


$



$

Household Furnishings
$


$



$
 /mo
Clothing


$


$



$
/mo

Jewelry


$


$



$             /mo
Retirement Accounts

$


$



$

Cash in accounts

$


$



$
Vehicle


$


$



$




Other


$


$



$
/mo

NOTE - If you file for a Chapter 13, you can pay off the value of a car rather than what you still owe on the note if you purchased it more than 2 ½ years ago. You cannot use this procedure in a Chapter 7.  

VIII. Miscellaneous

26.
During the previous year, have you made payments on any loans you owe to relatives? ______ If so, explain ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTE - If you have made any such payments, the trustee might require the relative to return the money so it could be added to the amount your other creditors would get.   

27. Have you sold any property to anyone within the past two years?_______ If so, explain ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTE - If you had sold some property and the amount you sold it for was less than what it was worth, the difference in value would be considered nonexempt property.  You would need to add that to the amount you have to pay under a Chapter 13 plan. 
	KEY ELIGIBILITY INDICATORS:

Median Income: 1-$49,182; 2-$65,097; 3-$70,684; 4-$79,971; 5-$86,871; 6-$93,771; 7-$100,671; 8-$107,571
Maximum Debt Load:  Secured Debt is under $1,010,650.00, and Unsecured Debt is under $336,900.00.


4

